
oWilliam Russell/0r Congress

July8,2008

Mr. JefifS. Jordan
Supervisory Attorney
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Mr. Jordan:

This is in response to MUR 6024; a complaint filed by Lawrence F. Stiles, that alleges the
William Russell for Congress Committee and I as Treasurer, may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the "Act").

d:

Lt Col. William Russell is a career U.S. Army officer who left the service in late 2007 with the
intention of running for Congress in Pennsylvania's 12th Congressional District. In February
2008, and continuing into April, he was called to Active Guard Reserve Duty for a total of
twenty-one (21) days. Then on April 30th, Lt Col. Russell was called to active duty as part of
the Army's Contingency Operations Active Duty Service. His active duty status will remain in
effect until July 31* when his retirement will become effective.

In the autumn of 2007, Mr. Stiles attached himself to the William Russell for Congress campaign
as an enthusiastic volunteer, with visions of becoming the Campaign Manager. It soon became
apparent that Mr. Stiles had neither the skills, nor the energy to serve in that role. In an effort to
acknowledge his volunteer hours, the campaign offered Mr. Stiles a supervised position, but he
was unwilling to accept the supervision and left the campaign. Later, when his many run-ins
with law enforcement agencies was brought to light, including an outstanding warrant for his
arrest, Lt Col. Russell had no choice but to ask Mr. Stiles to refrain from any involvement with
the campaign. This action enraged Mr. Stiles and he has vowed vengeance against the candidate
*»d his

There are eight (8) issues raised by Mr. Stiles and the Committee will address each individually:

"Russell established a campaign headquarters in an apartment in downtown Johnstown In
October of 2007; however, Russell has failed to disclose any rent or lease payments on any of
his campaign finance reports."

The candidate's decision to move to Pennsylvania to run for Congress meant that he would be
required to establish residency in the District Therefore, he rented an apartment in Johnstown
for that purpose. One of the conditions stipulated by the landlord required that the apartment be
used as a residence and not as a campaign headquarters. Lt. Col. Russell has abided by that
stipulation and as of this writing; the Committee has yet to open a headquarters.
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Item #2;

"Russell's Statement of Candidacy and Organization were filed on December 19,2007.
campalgnfundraising had been anemic - virtualfyatt of his campaign actMfy had been seff-
flnanced. Payment of Russell's and Larry Stiles' meals and travel; and rental of an RVfor
the campaign's announcement tour (video of tour; website; Russett A Stttes expense
reimbursement) and other expenses were paid with Russell's personal credit card."

Some of the early expenses of the campaign were paid for by the candidate and he also loaned
his campaign $10,000 hi January 2008 as evidenced hi the Committee's 1* Quarter 2008 FEC
Disclosure Report. There were disbursements made by the candidate that were not report
the Year-End Disclosure Report because Mr. Stiles who had the campaign records in his
possession, either retained or destroyed the documentation. The campaign has painstakingly
reconstructed the missing documentation and amended its FEC Reports to disclose the missing
activity.

Item #3;

"On January 25,2008, Russell had a Meet the Candidate Night at dry View Bar A Grill, a
commercial establishment located at 709 EdgehUl Dr., Johnstown, PA, a true and correct copy
of the Tribune Democrat article dated January 25,2005 (sic), Is attached hereto, and
Incorporated by reference herein, as Exhibit D."

The campaign did sponsor a Meet the Candidate Night at the City Bar & Grill on January 25,
2008. The expenses for the evening totaled $613.66 plus a deposit of $265 and were paid for by
the candidate. The amended report discloses this amount as an outstanding debt to the candidate.

Item #4;

"The use of a website by Russell raises a number of noteworthy Issues. On one hand, \f
Russell was responsible for creating the website and provided It to Russell's campaign free of
charge, It Is a violation of federal law regarding in-Und contributions.''

The Committee's website was initially created by the candidate, with internet and.web hosting
expenses of Atlantic Broadband paid for by the candidate and disclosed on the Committee's
amended reports.

Item #S:

"Political committees must Include a disclaimer on all "public communications19 regardless of
whether the communication expressty advocates the election
candidate or solicits funds In connection with a federal election. Specific examples of public
communications that would require a disclaimer Include a political committee's website,
newspaper advertisements, and printed materials.19

Mr. Stiles has provided the Commission with a copy of a fundraising letter sent by the
Committee, but has failed to provide a copy of the response device. The inquired disclaimer can
be found at the bottom of the response device at Attachment "A". The disclaimer used on the
website did not meet all the requirements set form at §l lO.l I; therefore the committee has hired
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Churchill Strategies, Inc. to create a more professional website, and one that meets all the
requirements of the Campaign Finance Laws and Regulations.

Item #6:

"Russell's solicitations for contributions by matt do not contain the...lrequlred language/."

To some extent, Mr. Stiles is repeating allegation #5 by claiming that the required disclaimer
language is not provided on the fundraising solicitation letters. As stated previously, the
disclaimer language in provided on the mailing's response device, provided as Attachment "A".

Item #7;

"Russellfailed to disclose at least 12 Individual contributions..."

The Committee received contributions through its website that were not originally reported on
the Year-End Disclosure Report, because Mr. Stiles took that information with him when asked
to leave the campaign at the start of January 2008. A listing of the contributions received by the
twelve (12) individuals in question is provided as Attachment MBM.

"On or about November 1,2007, Russell established a campaign checking account..."

The Committee did in fact open bank accounts at Fust National Bank in Johnstown, PA and Fust
Virginia Community Bank in Fairfax, VA; and just last week opened a new account with
Northwest Savings Bank in Johnstown. A copy of the Committee's amended Form 1 (Statement
of Organization) is provided as Attachment "C".

Conclusion;

Hie complaint filed by Mr. Stiles is that of a disgruntled individual who had visions of being a
Campaign Manager and when that expectation was not realized; has turned to •«•«*'""£ the
candidate and his campaign in any way possible. The only allegations that have any real merit
are those related to the Committee* s Mure to fully report all receipts and disbursements on its
Disclosure Reports. Had Mr. Stiles not taken from the campaign, information related to receipts
and disbursements; and had the candidate not been called back to duty by the Army, this would
not have been an issue.

Whereas, Mr. Stiles is responsible for many of the problems he has raised; and whereas the
Committee has taken steps to correct those problems, the Committee requests that the matter of
MUR 6024 be closed

Sincerely,

William Rtunllfor Congna 3 MUR 6024
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FEC ForaM (Ravtoad 12J2007) Page 2

5. TYPE OF CXJMMfTTEE (Check One)
Candidate CommKtM:

(a) IXI ThlioornmWe* to • principal cernpaJgncwr̂

(b) I I Thle committee to an authorfaad committee, and to MOT a principal campaign commKlw.(Caniplalitha candidate
Information below.)

yZHJL I WILLIAM RUSSELL ,Candidate I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i I

Office f-1 n n StateCandidate I '_' omca m r-i r-i
PartyAfMatton I". I Sought |£J House |J Senate |J President

District 1
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5. I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i FECIDnumber lcl i

FEMNM2PDF



FECFbrml (Revised 12*2007) P«ge3

Write or Type Committee Name

WILLIAM RUSSELL FOR CONGRESS

6. NOT* of Any Connected Orgenteattoo, AITIBeled Committee, Leadership PAC Sponsor or Joint FundraHing Representative
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Connected Otgintntkxi Q AJTWrted Committee [] Leadership PAC Sponsor [J Joint FundraWng Rep

7. ciMtodtan of fteeorde: Identify by name, addran, (phone number - optional), and position of the person In
possession -of Committee books and records.

FulNsme I I I 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

MsangAdtfiesf : 1165 • 16TH STREET NW

SUITE 410

WASHMOTON CO 20005

TWe or Portion* CITY A 8TATEA ZPCODE4

TREASURER Tetophonenumber _708_ - _WL- _177JL

8. Tuesuron Ust the name and address (phone number -optional) of the treasurer of the committee; and the
name and address of any designated agent (e.g., assistant treasurer).

FulName
ofTreawier

MefngAddteei 1166 - 1BTH STREET NW

SUITE 410

WASHINGTON CO 20006 -

TTdeorPosttonV CITY A STATE* ZIP CODE A

TREASURER T-i__ 703 . 668 . 1776
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FEC Forml (Rwtoed 12/2007) Pago4

FullNMMof
OMlgn
Agent

Milling Addren
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___^^__^0_^__________^__^_^___^____ Totaphono numbor ^^__^__ ~ ̂ ___ — ^__
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, ACCESS NATIONAL BANK
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FECFomH (Revised 120007) . PagaS/6

Banks or OUwr Dapoatorlea: List all banks or other daposRortos In which the committee deports hinds, holds accounts, rents
safety deposit boxss or maintains funds.
Name of Bank, DeposHofy, etc. [ADDITIONAL]

, FIRST VIRGINIA COMMUNITY BANK ,
I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i I

„.,„ ^ , 11325 RANDOM HILLS DR ,
Mailing Address I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i » i i i i i i i i i i i I

, SUITE 240 ,I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i t i i i i i i i i i i i I

i FAIRFAX i i VA, , 22030. , ,
I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i I I i I I i i i i l~I i i i I

CITY A STATE* OPCODE

[ADDITIONAL]
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Relationship:

Q CfcnnectodOiBanizatton Q AfTHkrtsd Commttse [] LeadefshlpPAC Sponsor [j Joint Fundraislng Representative

»*««** tADDHlONAL]

Full Name I i i i i i i i i i i » i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i I

Malng Address

TMaorPosHonV CITY A STATEA ZPCODE4

Tatapnono numbor ^_^_^_ ~ _^____

[ADDITIONAL]

I FEC ID number |C|
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Baiilca or Other Depoeftoriea: Ustalbanks or other dapostorias to which ttwoommltaedepoMi funds, hoM§aocounte,ranti
HMy deport boxM or maintains funds.
Ntmeo(Bar*,D*>ottory,ete. [ADDITIONAL]

, NORTHWEST SAVINGS BANK
I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

i.™-*.̂  I 22BFRANKUN STREET
Mating Adoieas I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i

i i i » i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i iI
I JOHNSTOWN i i PA, , 18901 , , ,
lii i i i i i i I I i I I i i i i l-l i i i I

CITY A STATED OPCODE *

"""""" _ [ A D D I T I O N A L ]
Name off Any Connected OnenliaUonp Afnaaisd Committee! Leedeiwrip PAC Sponeoc OP JohA FundnuelnQ FjeaMaantsalwe

I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i I

I i i i i i i i i i i t i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i I

Mailing AddraM
' '

I II i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i t i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i I

I i i i i i i i i i i » i i i i i i I I i I i i i i i l-l i i i I

CnYA STATE A ZIP CODE A

[] ConnedadOgart̂ atlon Q Affltetad CormnMlM Q] LMtfmNp PAC Sponsor [j JoWFundnjfcjlngRapnMaiiWhw

[ADDITIONAL]
BBlm^Ml AflMlft

FuffNama I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i > i i i i i i i i i i i t i i i i i I

MallngAddnjM -

Tito or Portion V CFTYA STATED ZIP CODE 4

___^__«_________^_—_^_^_^_^_^_^^_^__ Tataphono numbar ^^_^.^"" ̂ __«_ "* _i_

Joint Fundralaar Participant [ADDmONAL]

I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i I FEC ID number |C|


